l^S                            GRANT'S REPORT.

would have been madness to have exposed horses to the
musketry fire under which we were complied to remain,
from Sunday at 8 A. M., till Monday at 4 P. M. Captain
Kossack, of the Engineers, was with me all the time, and
was of great assistance. I enclose his sketch of the battle-
field, which is the best I have seen, and which will enable
you to see the various positions occupied by my division,
as well as of the others that participated in the battle."

Said General Grant in his official report:

"It becomes my duty again to report another battle
fought between two great armies, one contending for the
maintenance of the best Government ever devised, and the
other for its destruction. It is pleasant to record the suc-
cess of the army contending for the former principle.

"On Sunday morning our pickets were attacked and
driven in by the enemy. Immediately the five divisions
stationed at this place were drawn up in line of battle to
meet them. The battle soon waxed warm on the left and
centre, varying at times to all parts of the line. There
was the most continuous firing of musketry and artillery
ever heard on this Continent, kept up until nightfall,

" The enemy having forced the centre line to fall back
nearly half way from their camps to the Landing, at a late
hour in the afternoon a desperate effort was made by the
enemy to turn our left and get possession of the Landing,
transports, etc. This point was guarded by the gunboats,
Tyler and Lexington, Captains Gwin and Shirk command-
ing, with four twenty-four-pounder Parrott guns, and a
battery of rifled guns.

" As there is a deep and impassable ravine for artillery
or cavalry, and very difficult for infantry at this point, no
troops were stationed here except the necessary artillerists
and a small infantry force for their support. Just at this road,brigade were not in line,he brow of in theime Sherman
